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Dear Friends, 

 

Last Sunday, we concluded our 2-part series, “I Choose 
Weird” and “Who’s Your King?” on the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5-7). For me, it was a rebirth of the 
fundamental teachings of Jesus. I was excited to be able 
to spend this time in His Word, which is the declaration of 
life in the Kingdom. I found again and again how these 
three chapters changed everything. As Dr. Scott 

McKnight put it, Jesus changed the Jewish Creed, ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.’ The Jesus Creed is, ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and your 
neighbors as yourself.’ What a major shift! Then Jesus tops His teachings off 
with, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for 
this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” ~ Matthew 7:12 

 

But there is more to the Sermon on the Mount. We see the faith journey of a 
person towards God from “Blessed are the poor in spirit” to “Blessed are the 
pure in heart”, and then being persecuted for living the li fe in the Kingdom. 
No wonder the original followers of Jesus were called followers of ‘The Way’, 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” ~ John 14:6. And the way was not just the gate but the road we 
travel. 

 

In talking with Pastor James about the series, we decided that we need to 
keep coming back to The Sermon on the Mount, to check on our journey, to 
encourage others with their life in the Kingdom. Don’t hide your light/life 
under a bushel (bowl) but let it shine. So many little phrases we say come 
from this great sermon, but the rock, that which your foundation is built upon, 
is hearing and doing the Words of Jesus. 

 

I pray that you read these Words of Jesus once a week. I pray that you ask 
God that your life and light will lift up others. I pray the Holy Spirit will fill you 
with strength to live li fe in the Kingdom.  

 

His servant, 

Steve 
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ADVENT CONSPIRACY UPDATE 

At the end of last year, our sermon series emphasis was on the Advent Conspiracy. The goal was to change the 
way we spend money at Christmas. You will remember that goal was to teach us to worship fully, spend less 
(money), give more (ourselves), and love all (extend love to others). This was our second year. The $50,000 goal 
was for many special mission projects. This goal was a 25% increase over the previous year’s offering of 
$38,393.26, which all went to Charity Water. Here is a report of how we did for 2011. 

We received a total of $40,340 and gave to the following: 
Missionaries 

Kudos - to go to Cambodia  Goal $1,000    Received $   807 
Silzers - to go to China, Brazil & the Philippines Goal $3,500    Received $2,824 
Van Meters - to go to Asia Goal $3,500    Received $2,824 
His Little Feet – to bring them to GVBC to learn about their ministry to children around the world (They will be 

at GVBC on May 27, 2012). 
  Goal $1,000    Received $   807 
San Telmo – to pay for a teacher for 2 months at a San Telmo, Mexico school 
  Goal $1,200    Received $   968 
Japan – for the relief efforts (Rev. Makito Matsuda from Rifu Church in Japan will be coming to GVBC to dis-

cuss a long-term partnership. Rev. Matsuda will also speak during our “Concert of Prayer” on March 23).
 Goal $4,800    Received $3,873 

Shoreline Community Church, Long Beach “Park at the Church” – where CityLights Church meets (this area will 
be an outreach area for GVBC Youth Summer Mission Trips). Jenny Yamada is planning an offsite fundraiser to 
come up with the difference. 
  Goal $15,000  Received $12,102 

Chari ty Water Goal $20,000  Received $16,136 
(See Charity Water article in this Spirit on page 7) 

You are making a difference in the world – one step at a time. Well done! 

His child, 
Steve 

ESTATE BLESSINGS 

Pastor Steve Langley  

Over the years, we have not received many large estate gifts. In fact, in the last 20 years, we received only two. 
Both came from our widows in the Nichigo part of our church family. The estates were that of Samiyo Kawamoto 
and Yoshie Ifune. 

The first estate gift came in for $1,253,000. The bulk, $1,053,000, was given to the building project, which allowed 
us to build this beautiful, functional facility. $200,000 was given to support the pastoral staff in the form of a housing 
co-investment fund and a Nichigo intern fund. In January of this year, we were able to co-invest $196,988 into the 
house of Pastor Eiji. Without this, we would not have been able to bring him here to the United States, due to the 
high cost of living. 

Just this week, another gift of $62,000 was given from the estate of Yoshie Ifune. The Board decided, on Tuesday, 
March 6, to establish an endowment, entitled The Yoshie Ifune Endowment Fund, for the support of the Associate 
Pastor of Nichigo Ministry. This will help with the salary support of our Nichigo Pastor. The endowment will use 
interest only (investing the principle). So this staff position will be partially funded (full funding of this position would 
be an endowment of about 2 million dollars). What a great start! 

What a blessing these two women have given to the long-term ministry at GVBC.  

The new Financial Stewardship Committee will be looking at other long-term goals for people to think about and 
contribute. These goals will be for the long view, not just the everyday expenses. Silvio Carrara is the chairman of 
this Core Ministry. If you have any thoughts that you feel the committee should consider, let him know. 
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Not yet in a GVBC Community Group?  Here’s your chance to experience a time with 
GVBC’ers at… 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MEALS 
from Sunday, April 1 to Thursday, April 5 from Sunday, April 1 to Thursday, April 5 from Sunday, April 1 to Thursday, April 5 from Sunday, April 1 to Thursday, April 5     
throughout the GVBC Campus & Off Site 

 

Cost:  One potluck food item 
 

During Holy Week, from Palm Sunday (April 1) to Maundy Thursday (April 5),  
join us for a potluck meal, hand washing and communion hosted by Community Groups.  

 
Most Community Groups will be hosting their groups’ meals. 

But the four groups below are open to anyone who is not in a group.  (Meals will be at GVBC.) 
 

♦Wednesday, 9:00 – 11:00 AM; women of all ages  (host:  Pastor Annette) 

♦Wednesday, 7:00 – 8:30 PM; intergenerational; snacks only (host:  Pastor Ron) 
♦Thursday, 6:30 – 8:30 PM; intergenerational (hosts:  Thurs. & Fri. groups) 

♦Thursday, 7:00 – 8:30 PM; intergenerational (host:  Patty Yanaga) 

 

 

Registration is necessary only for GVBC’ers NOT in a Community Group. 
DEADLINE is Sunday, March 25.  

Register at the Courtyard table after both services, or call GVBC at 310/323-5683.  

 

OBENTO SUNDAY & 

YOUTH WINTER CAMP 2012 

BY DANIEL MATSUDA 

Thank you for supporting Super Bowl Obento!  Whether you helped 
to make the tsukemono, bake the cookies, or buy tickets – you 
helped to make this year’s youth fundraiser a big success. 

On February 5, we cooked 1,000 lbs. of marinated chicken and 
made over 1,400 lunches. 

After accounting for all expenses, we cleared a profit of over $9,200!  
All proceeds will go toward camp scholarships at our youth winter 
and summer camps. 

Speaking of Youth Winter 
Camp, we had a great time 
this past weekend (March 2-

4) at Alpine Conference Center. 
Our theme was “It’s Not About 

Me” and our speaker was Pisey Sok. 

We learned that, when we lose a sense of wonder about God, 
then boredom will fill its place and li fe will become “all about me.” 

We learned how the Gospel corrects our eyes back toward 
having a Christ-centered view.  We learned how God can bring 
healing to the deep wounds in our lives, taking our bad news and 
using it to ultimately share His good news to others. 

It was a powerful weekend for all of us ! 
Aubrey & Lauren Kaneshiro 

On their way to Youth Winter Camp 
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MISSION FIELD 

Oaxaca, Mexico Short-term Mission Trip by Teresa Matsushima 

I went to Oaxaca, Mexico from Friday, February 17 to Saturday, February 22 with a team of ten. Our 
focus was to do medical missions, but during the week, I was so curious why we only had two medical 
clinics. 

God’s spiritual healing more than medical healing 

Each day we were at one or two locations at a church, community center or gathering place for the local 
villagers. We worshipped God with various congregations, prayed over the walls of a newly dedicated 
church, and laid hands on people to pray for them daily. Our team sensed the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
His healing touch and we realized God was healing people in His spiritual realm through His power and 
not by medication as we had thought. God was using us to heal in His way and not through a clinic. 

A well-oiled machine 

The group had all done short-term missions together in Tijuana or in Baja. We came together and 
worked together like a well-oiled machine. Our main concern was reaching villagers for Christ in the 
remote mountain regions of Oaxaca. Each day, we traveled to one or two villages to do a medical clinic, 
an outreach, and worship with them. Our team members laid aside their own personal agendas. No one 
complained about the endless hairpin turns or bouncing from the potholed dirt roads during many three-
to-five-hour van rides to remote outlying villages in the pitch black of the night. 

Faithfully waiting on the Lord 

In this photo, Valentin (on far left with blue jacket) 
came to Santa Maria Tehotepec — a remote mountain 
village — 60 years ago to bring the Gospel to the area. 
Since then, he has prayed and faithfully waited for 
someone to come and worship with him. Many times 
he would worship alone, sometimes with one or two 
others. 

The tiny girl with glasses and a red jacket wants to 
become a pastor when she grows up!  I am standing 
between Valentin and Pr. Luis from the El Pipila 
Church. The others are local villagers. 

Valentin always had faith God would send another 
Christian to his little church. Can you imagine waiting 
that long for God to provide?  In our microwave 

society, we complain when we have to wait in a line for a few minutes. 

When we arrived at Valentin’s village (which consists of only five people), he said, “There is great 
rejoicing and joy that the Lord is good.” And, his “joy went up to God.” During those long years of 
waiting, even his family abandoned him to return to the city below and left him there alone. He now has 
a congregation of four others. 

Trusting God and going forward 

When we were there, we traveled five and a half hours to another remote village at 8,000 feet elevation 
called Teponastla. Just near the end of our journey, we could see the lights of the village in the distance. 
As we rounded a bend in the road, the villagers were all standing on the road waving their hands for us 
to stop. They were yelling we could not pass on the road. There had been a recent avalanche and half 
the road had crumbled down a sheer cliff. Only large stones were left on the dirt road, barely wide 
enough for a car. But we had a truck and a full 13-passenger van. We went to investigate with our 
flashlights and decided we would walk the rest of the way. I prayed silently and said, “Ok, Lord, I am a 
goner. It is 7:00 p.m. and we have not had dinner. I am dehydrated and the oldest one here. I have to 
use the bathroom and this is 8,000 feet. AND, I can barely get up the stairs at Mammoth without being 
breathless let alone hike two hours to this village. But if I stay back, I could freeze tonight in this van. Ok, 
I will trust you and go forward with you.”  However, after surveying the road a second time, the pastor 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Prayers to our many sister and brothers who have lost loved ones: 
� Our sincere condolences and God's comfort to Toshiko Hokama on the passing of her husband 

Stanley who passed away on December 31, 2011. 
� Chris Bishop and family in the passing of his sister, Theresa Ann Bishop who passed away on 

Friday, February 17. The funeral service was held on Friday, March 2 at the Inglewood Park 
Cemetery. 

� Funeral services for Buddy Enos, who passed away on Tuesday, February 21, was held at GVBC 

on Saturday, March 3. Pastor Steve Langley officiated. Our prayers go out to his wife Joyce Enos 
and family. 

� A private funeral service was held for Fumiko Otsuji, mother of Keiko Imatomi, Sanaye Nagami, and 

Janice Otsuji, in San Diego last week. Our prayers go out to these families. 
� To Stephanie Nakayama, Stacie Inana, Willie Sato and their families on the passing of their father 

Aron Sato. The funeral was Monday, March 5 at the Philomena Catholic Church in Carson. 
� Alice Moriya, Laura, and family in the passing of their husband and father, Frank Moriya. The 

funeral will be held on Friday, March 9 at 11 AM at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate. 
� Lei & Beverly Mukogawa and family in the passing of Lei’s mother, Marian Mukogawa. The funeral 

service will be held on Saturday, March 10 at 3 PM at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate. 
New baby announcement 
� Congratulations to Chad & Jennifer Shimazaki in the birth of their baby girl, Alexis Noel, who was 

born on Friday, March 2. Alexis weighed 8 lbs. 3 oz. and she was 20" long. Big sister Camryn and 
big brother Tyler welcomed their new baby sister home. Proud grandparents are Tak & Sharon 
Shimazaki. 

FAMILY NEWS 

decided we would go forward in the van. 

God sent His angel 

I knew we could not cross the narrow shoulder of this road without praying. So, I got on my knees and 
asked God to put His hedge of protection over us and to send His angels to encamp around us. If it was 
His will, we would go forward without harm. While I was praying (with my eyes closed), an angel as 
bright as the sun appeared before me. I started crying, thinking, “Wow, God is so good. He showed me 
part of His realm. His angel is with us.” After that, I had no fear. 

So, we crossed this treacherous part of the road and made it. Praise the good Lord!  I laughed to 
myself, thinking about how many people come up to me and said, “Aren’t you worried about the drug 
cartel in Mexico and the danger and the shootings and violence?”  And I thought, “At this moment, the 
drug cartel is so far removed from my thoughts. I am only interested in not sliding 8,000 feet down this 
mountainside and getting to the village to minister to the people who were waiting for us to arrive.” 

Worshipping and praying up a storm 

Later, we found out that every village has an altar or idol which they worshipped and right where the 
avalanche occurred was the location of this village’s altar to their local deity. So, we knew it was the 
enemy who was trying to put fear into us and make us turn back and not cross this treacherous road to 
minister there in Teponastla. That night we worshipped and prayed up a storm! Praise God. 

Join us on the next mission trip 

I could go on and on with so many stories of how good God is and what He did on this trip. Thank you 
for joining me in prayer on this mission’s trip to Oaxaca. Go get your passport and join us on our next 
short-term mission trip — a one-day trip to Tijuana, serving God and loving His people. I promise, you 
will never be the same! 

His servant, Teresa Matsushima 

(Oaxaxa. Mexico Mission Trip Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the 
subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Fishing Fellowship Meeting 

An info meeting will be held on Monday, March 19 at 7 
PM in room 113. All are invited to come and learn about 
out events. Contact Shig Kawashiri via the church office. 

� Concert of Worship & Prayer for Japan 

Friday, March 23, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Sanctuary.   
March 11 will be the one-year anniversary since the 
earthquake & tsunami in Japan. Please join us as we 
worship our Lord and pray together. We’ll worship in 
English and Japanese then break into smaller 
groups to pray and seek the Lord, asking Him to pour 
out His blessings on Japan. This is an opportunity for 
the entire church body to gather for a special time of 
worship and prayer. Please join us ! All are invited. 

� Getting to Know Us 

Sunday, March 25 after second service in room 113 
[room next to the kitchen]. If you have been attending 
GVBC for a year or less, come meet some of our 
Pastoral Staff and Board members. Feel free to ask 
questions about GVBC. To sign up, check off the 
“Getting to Know Us” box on your Connection form or 
call or email the office. 

� Adopt-a-Room 
Saturday, April 7, 9:00 — 10:00 a.m. Take about an hour 
to help clean up our church for Easter!  You can Adopt-a-
Room as a family(s), Community Group, individual. We 
need people to dust, wipe down tables & chairs, clean 
windows, vacuum. Bring a vacuum if possible. ALL 
cleaning supplies will be provided. To sign up, fliers are in 
the Narthex on the information counter. 

� Office Closed Day after Easter Monday, April 9 
� Classes Offered at GVBC 

Sunday, April 15, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. (301 Class April 
15 & 22). For high school age and up. 
�101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For those 
seeking information about GVBC and who would like to 
become a member and/or be baptized. Taught by 
Pastor Steve Langley and Layne Wakuta. 
�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity. Designed 
to help you develop spiritual maturity. Taught by 
Pastors Ron Matsuda and Chris Koga. 
�301 Class, Discovering Ministry (two-part series), 
Sundays, April 15 Part 1 & April 22 Part 2. Learn about 
your unique spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 
gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take 
the next step in the ministry exploration process. 
Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 
�401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches 
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you 
can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by Pastors 
Daniel Matsuda and James Chang. 
�A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 
by checking off the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-

KidZone Friday Night Events 1st thru 5th Grade 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise specified) 

Community Hall  
 

March 9 — Dodge Bowling 
March 16 — Parachute/Ball Drop (Rooms 250 & 251) 
March 23 — Flashlight Scavenger Hunt 
March 30 — Nerf Baseball 
 

April 6 — Good Friday/Easter Egg Hunt 
April 13 — Volleyball 
April 20 — Ogreland 
April 27 — Minute to Win It 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 

mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 

� Baptism Sunday April 29, services in the Sanctuary  
� GVBC 2012 Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, May 5 — Sunday, May 6. For all women 
college-aged and older  Grand Vista Hotel 999 Enchanted 
Way, Semi Valley, CA. 93065 (805) 583-4000. Cost:  
$140 one person, $100 double occupancy. Registration 
includes one-overnight stay, four meals, retreat materials, 
and one free craft. Rooms have two double beds or a 
king-sized bed. Sorry, NO REFUNDS. Financial 
assistance available: Contact Pastor Annette Kakimoto 
at (310) 323-5683 or email her at: annette@gvbc.net. 
Registration: Begins Sunday, March 11 and ends 
Sunday, April 1 or earlier if space is filled. Space is limited 
so register early! Special speaker:  Dr. Joanne Jung from 
Biola University. Dr. Jung returns to bless us once again!  
She is the Associate Professor of Biblical Studies & 
Spiritual Formation at Biola University and earned her 
Ph.D. from Fuller Seminary. She has a passion to nurture 
people’s growth in the Bible and to experience God’s 
grace in their everyday lives. Would you like to help in 
some way?  To volunteer and for more information contact 
the 2012 Retreat Director Annette Kakimoto at the church 
office or email: annette@gvbc.net. 

� Primetimer’s Trip Events 

•8-Day Glacier National Park & the Canadian Rockies — 
Monday, June 18 to Monday, June 25. Cost: $3,015 
double occupancy, $685 single supplement. Includes 
airfare and all gratuities. NOTE: passport required. 
Payment DEADLINE is Sunday, April 22. 
•1-day Oak Glen a La Mode & Apple Harvest Tour — 
Thursday, September 20. Cost: $82 per person (includes 
gratuity for the driver. Payment DEADLINE is Sunday, 
August 19. Leaves GVBC 10:00 a.m. and returns to 
GVBC at 5:00 p.m. 

•Please make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church [Primetimer’s trip title in subject line]. Questions 
and more info contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi via the 
church office. 
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2012 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 
and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Issue 6 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, March 21. Hard 
copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 18. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 
FROM    IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 
Lois Ueda Memorial Fund John Matsumura 
George & Shig Hirano  62nd Wedding Anniversary 
(for Building Fund)  George’s 84th Birthday 
    George’s Retirement ! 
Ruth Ono   Ernie 
(for Retired Ministers & Missionaries offering) 
 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the 
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$70,000
$80,000
$90,000
$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000

Month

of

January

2012

Income

received

Expenses

Charity Water Special Offering 

Our Advent Conspiracy goal for Charity Water was $20,000. We 
received $16,136, so the Board of Deacons approved receiving 
designated gifts for the next 2months (April and May) to try and 
make up the $3,864 difference needed to build a water well for a 
school or clinic. If we do not reach this goal, we will build 3 village 
wells and save the rest for 2012. 

If you would like to donate to this special offering, an over and 
above gift, for this water well project, please make checks payable 
to Gardena Valley Baptist Church with “Charity Water” in the 
memo. 

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

Palm Sunday April 1 
English at 8:45 a.m. Sanctuary  
10:45 a.m. Community Hall, 
Nichigo 10:45 a.m. Sanctuary. 
Maundy Thursday April 1 to 5 
[see article on page 3]. 
Good Friday Service April 6 
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday Services April 8 
7:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
Nichigo 11:00 a.m. 
All identical services in the Community Hall. 
NOTE: No children’s or youth Sunday school 
at 7:00 a.m. service. 
All English services will be in the Community 
Hall. Nichigo service will be in the Sanctuary. 

EASTER LILIES 

To help decorate our church for 
Easter, we are receiving donations 
for lilies ($7.00) “In Memory of” or “In 
Honor of” your loved one(s). 

These names will be listed in the 
Spirit newsletter and the Easter 
Worship bulletin. 

Lilies will be available, on a first-come, first-
serve basis, to take home after the 11:00 a.m. 
service on Sunday, April 8. 

Please fill out the information on the flier 
located on the Narthex information counter 
and put it into the offering bag with your 
donation (checks payable to GVBC with 
“Lilies” in the subject line). For more 
information contact the church office 

DEADLINE to order is Sunday, April 1. 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45am Rm 201 
 

Sunday, March 11 
Pastor James Chang ~ Sacred Pathways: Frequency 

 

Sunday, March 18 
Pastor James Chang ~ Sacred Pathways: Static Noise 

 

Sunday, March 25 
Pastor James Chang ~ Sacred Pathways: Dead Spots  

 

Sunday, April 1 
Palm Sunday 
He Came 

 

Good Friday Service 
Pastors Daniel Matsuda & Chris Koga 

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

Easter Sunday Services, April 8 
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

He Rose Again 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

March 17 


